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and as he is able at present to find a ready market for Ms inferior
cotton, he is unwilling to substitute others for it, which, even if
successfully cultivated, may not be profitably sold. It would
appear, however, that it is in the improvement of native varieties
that the best hopes of Indian cotton lie.
The opium poppy was formerly grown to a considerable extent
on the black sol of the Malwa plateau, the greater part of the product
being sent to China, but since the restriction of export to that
country the area cultivated has greatly declined. Oilseeds, includ-
ing ground-nuts, linseed, and sesamum, are also grown in many
parts of the Deccan trap region. Stock-raising has not reached a
high state of development. Cattle are found in all parts of the
region, but, except in a few places, scientific methods of stock-
raising are almost totally disregarded and the quality is poor.
Buffaloes are generally found where the rainfall is heavy* and sheep
and goats where it is moderate.
Throughout the region agriculture is the chief occupation of the
people, and, outside of the industrial districts, is their only important
pursuit. Besides the usual manufactures of Indian towns, cotton
mills, obtaining their raw material from the black soil, have been
established in Broach at the mouth of the Karbada, at Ahmadabad
in Gujarat, at Nagpur and Jubbulpore in the Central Provinces,
and at Hyderabad in the state of the same name. Ahmadabad
ranks next to Bombay as a cotton-manufacturing centre, and
produces about one-sixth of the cotton yarn spun in Indian factories*
In that part of the Romba}? Presidency which lies within the Black
Soil Region the so-called Scytho-Dravidian race predominates.
This race, as represented by the Marathas, extends into other parts
of the region where, however, the Dravidian element generally
prevails, more especially on the poorer upland soils.. Indeed, in
many places the line separating good and bad soils also separates
Maratha and Dravidian peoples. This is especially noticeable in
Hyderabad, where the trap areas are occupied by Marathas, and the
granitic and calcareous tracts by Dravidians, The density of
population is generally between 150 and 300 to the square mile.
NORTH-EAST DECCAN. The north-east part of peninsular
India, which contains the Chota Nagpixr, and Orissa 'divisions of
Bengal, the eastern part of the Central Provinces, and the Madras
Presidency to the west of, the, coastal region and to the north ,p| tie